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On Oct. 3, the General Accounting Office (GAO) the research arm of the US Congress published
a report supporting claims by the US Food and Drug Administration that it prohibited imports
and distribution of Chilean fruit for five days after discovering two grapes laced with cyanide.
According to the Chilean government, the FDA's action caused the loss of $300 million in export
revenues. The GAO rejects conclusions by scientists at the University of California stating that the
grapes could not have been poisoned in Chile. The university researchers were commissioned by
the Chilean government. (See Chronicle 09/13/90, 09/20/90, on coverage of Chilean plans to sue the
US government, and scientists' results.) The GAO report stated that if the fruit was refrigerated, as
occurred in the case of the grapes during shipment to the US, the cyanide would not dissipate and
the fruit would not dry up. Thus, in contrast to the scientists' conclusion, the poisoning could have
taken place in Chile. The university team responded immediately, stating that the GAO report is
inefficient, full of errors and omissions, and bereft of scientific foundation. (Basic data from AFP,
10/03/90)
-- End --
